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Executive Summary

National AFV Day Odyssey was developed and coordinated by the   
National Alternative Fuels Training Consortium, headquartered at   
West Virginia University, with support from our participating    
national partners.
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The National Alternative Fuels  
Training Consortium (NAFTC), 
headquartered at West Virginia  
University, is an organization of  
20-plus educational institutions  

dedicated to supporting AFVs by 
developing curriculum and providing 

training to technicians, þeet managers, and others to 
maintain and service these vehicles. The NAFTC believed 
a focused, well-deýned national public awareness event 
would be a positive catalyst in centering national attention 
on these cleaner, more energy efýcient choices in  
transportation.

We also wanted to increase knowledge about the AFV 
resources available, bring together others in the AFV ýeld 
to help build collaborations, focus attention on the good 
work they are providing, and be a springboard for further 
dialogue for the AFV cause.

Thatôs why the NAFTC decided to bring industry and 
government together to let America discover the exciting 
news that AFVs are a positive choice for transportation for 
þeets as well as the individual consumer.

More important, we hoped the synergy of our partnerships 
would add excitement (as well as expertise and support)  
to make this one-day event in multiple locations  
nationwide a dazzling display of how powerful the choice 
to use AFVs can be.

Therefore, with conviction in the wisdom that building 
a better understanding of AFVs was valuable to the 
success of the AFV industry and a faith in the national 
AFV leadership, the NAFTC stepped forward to develop, 
coordinate, and lead this exciting, ýrst-ever nationwide 
event for alternative fuel vehicles.

Independence, self-reliance, fairness, being responsible 
stewardsðthese are the values at the core of what it 
means to be an Americanðvalues we take seriously; 
values, as the events of 9/11 show, we are prepared to 
protect.

Threatening these values is our dependence on foreign oil 
and the strain on our natural resourcesðparticularly the 
air we breathe.

For these reasons, American ingenuity has been at work 
for some time devising strategies and developing solutions 
to overcome these threats, and we have been successful. 
American manufacturers have risen to the task; they have 
developed a comprehensive selection of various  
alternative fuel and energy-efýcient vehicles. Our  
leadership has passed laws and incentives to help drivers 
choose clean, American energy-based fuels.

However, despite these efforts, AFVs were still a well-
kept secret to a majority of Americans.

The Reason

National AFV Day Odyssey, 
   The Journey Continuesé
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On April 11, 2002, 20 NAFTC National Training  
Centers, 19 Clean Cities Coalitions, and 12 other  
like-minded organizations in 31 states came together at 
51 locations nationwide to celebrate National AFV Day 
Odyssey. Each site shared Odysseyôs uniýed message yet 
provided uniquely tailored programs to accommodate 
regional needs. 

Because each site was able to choose formats and 
activities that best reþected the local characteristics of 
the targeted audiences yet still met the national goals 
and objectives, Odyssey had great appeal to each siteôs 
potential host, partners, and participants. This   
arrangement also allowed all audiences nationwide to 
share in a common single message about the excitement 
of using alternative fuel vehicles.

Fairs and conferences were the most 
popular formats used, but networking 
breakfasts/lunches, caravans, and other  
innovative plans were also employed to 
deliver Odyssey messages.
Pictured from top are events at Phoenix, AZ; 
Palm Desert, CA; Tulsa, OK; and Lansing, MI.

The Response
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ofýcials, local representatives of the U.S. DOE and  
U.S. EPA, forestry groups, clean air and energy agencies,            
community colleges and local educators, dealerships, 
automotive service centers, media representatives,  
automotive technicians, and interested citizens all added 
their energies to help plan local events.

Overall, 638 local governmental agencies, industry, 
educational institutions, and other organizations across the 
country joined the cause to share timely information and 
to build excitement and enthusiasm for use of AFVs. 
Host sites reported Odyssey strengthened their ñAFVò 
relationships and helped build new partnerships in their 
local area.

Contributing to Odysseyôs success were other   
organizational factors. They helped make Odyssey  
consistent nationwide and doable at the local level. 
Among the factors were well-deýned parameters,   
a complete support plan, and materials for host sites,  
which included a comprehensive Coordinatorsô   
Planning Notebook.

However, Odyssey could not have occurred without the 
cooperation and backing of our enlisted local and national 
partners. Local leadership actively supported each event. 
Every site had an array of interested partners and  
volunteers to help conduct its activities.

Many coordinators used local committees made up of 
individuals and organizations supporting the AFV cause  
to help plan the event. Fuel providers, city and state 

The local partners and sponsors included state government, fuel providers, OEMs, 
educational institutions, trade, civic and environmental organizations, and þeets.
 

Governor Bob Wise (center) of West Virginia 
and West Virginia University President David C. 
Hardesty Jr., (right) not only supported the West 
Virginia Odyssey event, but they took an active 
roleðmaking formal presentations and taking 
steps to interact with attendees and participate  
in the ride-and-drives and other demonstrations.

The coordinatorsô 
notebook was a key 
component in the 
total support plan for 
host sites, allowing 
sites to plan effective 
programs with ease. 
Other event materi-
als provided were 
sponsorship posters, 
banners, Odyssey 
bags, site location 
maps, and brochures. 
Post-event material 
included plaques and 
certiýcates.

Host Sites Worked with 
638 Organizations to Plan

and Conduct Odyssey 
(Shown by Organizational Type)
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U.S. DOE Clean Cities program was also a national  
sponsor as well as a fully active participating partner. 
National fuel organizations like the Electric Drive  
Transportation Association (formerly the Electrical 
Vehicle Association of the Americas) and the Natural  
Gas Vehicle Coalition were staunch supporters, along  
with other National Advisory Committee members such 
as the Clean Cities Inc. and the Car Care Council. 

Sixty-one percent of the sites reported they will continue 
to build these relationships after Odyssey to further the 
local AFV cause.

Coordinators were also thrilled to discover other  
opportunities that hosting Odyssey generated for their 
organization. Many reported gaining new participants 
and an increased recognition and understanding of their 
programs. Increased ofýcial interest in supporting AFVs 
locally was also among the many beneýts noted by 
coordinators.

Nationally, Odysseyôs ñspark of an ideaò caught the 
attention of industry, trade organizations, and   
government agencies.

The U.S. EPA Ofýce of Transportation and Air Quality 
was an important partner supplying base funds by  
supporting Odyssey through its Cooperative Agreement 
with West Virginia University on behalf of the NAFTC.
The automotive industryðrepresented by General  
Motors, DaimlerChrysler, Toyota, and Hondaðprovided 
invaluable national sponsorship.  

NATIONAL ODYSSEY SPONSORS ARE HONORED 
AT THE NATIONAL AFV DAY ODYSSEY KICKOFF.
Left to right: Martha Voss of Toyota Motor Sales 
USA Inc. (Patron), Tom Gross of U.S. DOE Clean 
Cities (Bronze), Bill Stryker of General Motors 
Corporation (Gold), Mack Gray of DaimlerChrysler 
Corporation (Bronze), Al Ebron, National   
Coordinator of National AFV Day Odyssey and 
Executive Director of the NAFTC.
Not Pictured: Steve Ellis of America Honda Motor 
Company Inc. (Patron) 

NATIONAL AFV DAY ODYSSEY NATIONAL  
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING,   
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
MARCH 7, 2002
Members:
Front Row: 
Tracy Taylor-Grondine, Golin/Harris International; 
Tricia Landrum, General Motors AFV Brand 
Team; Meg Baughman, Lead developer and 
Co-coordinator National AFV Day Odyssey;  
Carol Butler, National Clean Cities, Inc.
Back Row:
Kateri Callahan, Electric Vehicle Association 
of the Americas; Rich Davis, National Car 
Care Council; Al Ebron, National Coordinator 
National AFV Day Odyssey and NAFTC Executive 
Director, National Alternative Fuels Training 
Consortium; Dennis Smith, U.S. DOE Clean  
Cities Program; Barry Garelick, U.S. EPA;  
Colleen MacMillan, Natural Gas Vehicle Coalition.
Not Pictured: 
Jim Snider, DaimlerChrysler Corporation.
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Our Congressional leaders also showed their support.  
For many years, members of Congress have been  
concerned about energy and environmental issues and 
have backed the development and use of AFVs. They 
again demonstrated that support by passing Senate  
Resolution 241, which designated April 11, 2002,  
as National Alternative Fuels Vehicle Day.

These national initiatives reinforced Odyssey and added 
credibility to efforts conducted at local sites. Through 
these national efforts, we also were able to strengthen 
existing relationships and make valuable new contacts 
with many AFV-related organizations to build unity and  
a platform for future dialogue and collaborations.

The National AFV Day resolution was introduced 
by West Virginiaôs Senator Jay Rockefeller (D-WV), 
along with Senator Robert C. Byrd (D-WV), Senator 
Orrin Hatch (R-UT), Senator Harry Reid (D-NV), 
Senator Thomas Daschle (D-SD), and Senator 
Richard Durbin (D-IL) 

The collective efforts of these individuals and   
organizations allowed more than 17,000 decision- 
makers, þeet managers, automotive workers, leaders in 
government and education, students, and civic-minded 
consumers to see the trends, discover the options,  
explore ownership opportunities, and meet experts  
in the AFV arena. 

        

Coordinators actively recruited the automotive industry, students,  
þeet managers, government ofýcials, and other decision-makers,  
as well as, civic-minded consumers.
Pictured from top are Odyssey attendees from Portland Community  
College, OR; Wake Technical Community College, NC; College of the 
Desert, CA; and Onondaga Community College, NY.



6

      
The results from our National AFV Day Odyssey are clear. 

Odyssey has shown that now, more than ever,   
Americans want to answer the call for a cleaner, more 
energy-independent America. They know that energy 
independence, energy security, and a healthier environment 
are not only wise choices personally, but they are good for 
America. 

The evaluations show that we met our objectives to build 
enthusiasm and to give participants solid information about 
the options, availability, advantages, and beneýts of these 
cleaner choices in transportation.

Participants were made aware of options and resources. 
They saw, touched, and drove a variety of AFV choices. 
More than 385 AFV and clean fuel vehicles were provided 
for ride-and-drive or display.

From top, AFVs displayed at West Virginia 
University/NRCCE & NAFTC Laboratory in  
West Virginia, Wentworth Institute of Technology  
in Massachusetts, Greater Philadelphia Clean 
Cities Program in Pennsylvania, and the 
University of Northwestern Ohio in Ohio.

The Results

387 AFVs were displayed nationwide. 
The chart shows the percentage of AFVs 
displayed by each fuel type. The wide variety 
of AFVs exhibited allowed participants to ýnd 
out about the AFVs currently available.

AFVs by Fuel Types


